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W Mayor of Stevenage Sherma Batson welcoming the cycling duo outside the borough council’s offices.

Not many people would
spend a milestone birthday
cycling 62 miles on a
tandem, but Robert Stewart
did just that to celebrate his
50th.

The chairman of
Stevenage Community
Trust, along with his son
Callum, cycled from
Cambridge to Stevenage to
raise money for the charity
in their business suits to
reflect the importance of
corporate support in the
continuing success of the
good cause.

The pair set off from
Cambridge at 6.30am
hoping to raise £10,000 to
help mark the 25th anniver-
sary of the trust.

They arrived in Stevenage
town centre shortly before
10am and were met by town

mayor Sherma Batson
before cycling back to
Cambridge later that day.

Rob and Callum also beat
their fundraising goal,
netting more than £12,000
in donations.

Robert, who is also
chairman of Old Town-
based Stevenage Packaging
Ltd, said: “The 60-mile bike
ride with my son, on my
birthday, frankly turned
out to be one of the best
days of my life.

“Not only did the generos-
ity of 86 donors ensure that
we set a new record for the
highest amount raised for
one single event for the
community trust but I was
welcomed by the mayor and
all of my family who have
such strong Stevenage
connections.

“The cycle ride down
started in freezing tempera-
tures and fog but we
arrived in Stevenage in
glorious sunshine.

“The incentive to cycle
the 31 miles back home,
arriving back in Cambridge
in the dark, was one of my
wife’s best dinners in 29
years of marriage.”

Having achieved their
first target, the long term
goal is to raise £25,000 to
mark the 25th anniversary
of the community trust.

The cash will be now be
put towards the £100,000
which will be given away to
those in need within the
community in 2015.

To help support the cause
visit charity page www.
virginmoneygiving.com/
Stevenagecommunitytrust.

Mum admits sending
revealing pictures to
boy, 15, via Facebook

A mother-of-four is facing prison
after pleading guilty to inciting a
child to engage in sexual
activity.

Frances Schneider, of Trumper
Road in Stevenage, sent photo-
graphs of her breasts and vagina
via Facebook Messenger to a
15-year-old boy, who cannot be
named for legal reasons.

The 32-year-old was arrested in
November after the boy’s mother
called police.

Police seized the boy’s phone
and found explicit messages and
indecent images from Schneider.

The message content included:
‘Are you horny?’ and ‘Are you
touching yourself?’.

Schneider initially denied she
knew the victim was 15, claiming
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he told her he was 17, and she
pleaded not guilty to the offence.
But on Friday - four days
before she was due to stand trial
—she changed her plea to guilty.
She appeared at Stevenage
Magistrates’ Court on Monday
where prosecutor Ms Morrissey
requested a custodial sentence be
considered due to the “degree of
planning and forethought” and
Schneider’s “lack of remorse”.
The prosecutor also asked the
late guilty plea to be taken into
consideration and said: “The
victim didn’t want to come and
give evidence because it’s all too

shocking and stressful for him.

“He is preparing for his GCSEs
and hasn’t been able to properly
do that.”

The court heard how
Schneider’s four children are all
in foster care, or care of family
members, due to neglect.

Defending, Bobby Dhillon
asked for Schneider’s learning
difficulties to be taken into
consideration.

Schneider, who must now sign
the Sex Offenders’ Register, has
been given conditional bail and
will be sentenced on May 12.

Her bail conditions include
having no contact with anyone
under 16 in a private place and
not accessing social networking
sites such as Facebook.
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ROEBUCK

VETERINARY GROUP

10% OFF RABBIT VACCINES | 10% OFF REARGUARD

Bring your rabbit in for a FREE NURSE CONSULTATION &
and ALSO receive a FREE RABBIT GOODIE BAG

One of our nursing team will give your rabbit a routine health check.
You will receive advice on how to best care for your rabbit, diet, housing,
companionship, exercise etc. Please ring for an appointment.

ALSO INCLUDES
FREE ENTRY
INTO OUR PRIZE
DRAW TO WIN A
RABBIT HAMPER

Still 24/7 Emergency Care in Stevenage

Tel: 01438 745833 (Great Ashby Veterinary Hospital)

or 01438 354599 (Roebuck Veterinary Centre)
www.roebuckvets.co.uk Email: enquiries@roebuckvets.co.uk

ACCREDITED
PRACTICE

FENSA

st V.

MANUFACTURERS AND INSTALLERS OF
WINDOWS, DOORS AND CONSERVATORIES

Secured by Design
e

Official Police Security Initiative

concept

WINDOWS (HERTS)
upve windows, doors & conservatories

A+ rated treble glazed windows

The ONLY local company to supply and install
genuine”A” RATED friple glazed composite doors

Concept windows are proud to manufacture and HERITAGE
install our own ‘A’ rated windows conforming to the APPROVED
latest and highest European standards. DESIGNS
© FASCIAS AND GUTTERS SOLD AT UNBEATABLE PRICES
© FREE QUOTATIONS WITH NO OBLIGATION
© 10 YEAR INSURANCE-BACKED GUARANTEE
© WINDOW REPAIR SERVICE
© WINDOWS AND DOORS AVAILABLE IN EITHER UPVC, WOOD
OR ALUMINIUM
© ALL LOCKING GEAR ON WINDOWS AND DOORS ARE POLICE
PREFERRED SPECIFICATION
© SUPPLY ONLY SERVICE FASTER THAN ANY OF OUR
COMPETITORS

Tel: 01462 484100 * 0800 072 9240
www.stheotswindows.co.uk




